Genetic models of carcinogenesis.
The major genetic models of carcinogenesis are critically reviewed to determine their validity and relevance for clinical and experimental oncologists. Of major concern are the "two-hit" theory of Knudson and the host resistance system of Matsunaga. These models may be used to explain the pathobiologic peculiarities of human neoplasms, particularly those occurring in early life. It is proposed that certain benign and regressive tumors encountered in early life are expressions of the activity of the host resistance system.